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On behalf of the faculty and staff of the Joint PhD in Educational Studies program, |
would like to welcome everyone to the 2022-2023 academic year. | hope that the crisp
air, bustling campuses and warm fall beverages have rejuvenated everyone’s love of
learning. | know they’ve certainly rejuvenated mine.

| would like to thank all the members of the 2021-2022 Program Committee for
their efforts on behalf of the program. In particular, I'd like to thank Dr. Kara Smith
(University of Windsor), who has completed her tenure on the program committee.
We wish her the best of luck in her future endeavors. I'd also like to thank Dr. Meridith
Lovell-Johnston (LU) and Dr. Joyce Mgombelo (BU) who continue on with me for
this year’s program committee. As always extra thanks needs to go to Dr. Melissa
Oskineegish, who ably supports the program in the day-to-day.

The 2022 Doctoral Seminars were hosted in person by Brock University this summer. The summer began with
an orientation and welcome messages from Dr. Michael Owen (Dean, Faculty of Education), Dr. Joyce Mgombelo
(Graduate program director, Faculty of Education), and myself. Dr. Sabre Cherkowski delivered a keynote address to
students, faculty and staff. The return to in-person was both an exciting and challenging time, and particular thanks
goes to Wanda Burger and Cecilia Garcia Vega for their tireless efforts on behalf of the students and program.

You’ll also see within this newsletter the amazing accomplishments of our students. I'm routinely amazed by the
interesting, innovative, and integral work our students produce, and this newsletter gives us a wonderful opportunity
to showcase that work. Congratulations to all of you!

| wish all of you continued physical health, mental health and safety in these difficult times. | hope wherever you are,
you’re able to take a minute to congratulate yourself for all you’ve accomplished thus far.

Warmly,

Tanya Kaefer, PhD
Associate Professor & Director,
Joint PhD in Educational Studies Program




ORIENTATION BREAKFAST

On Monday July 4, 2022, the Joint PhD in Educational Studies
program welcomed the Doctoral Seminar students at Brock
University.

Dr. Joyce Mgombelo, Graduate Program Director
Brock University
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Dr. Sabre Cherkowski is
Professor and Director
of Graduate Programs in
the Okanagan School of
Education at the University of
British Columbia. She teaches
and researches in the areas
of organizational wellbeing,
educational leadership,
professional learning and
collaboration, and mentoring
and coaching. She is currently
Dr. Sabre Cherkowski engaged in a pan-Canadian
e o ek arauete 9™ research project_examining
University of British Columbia flourishing in schools from a
positive organizational perspective, and was recently awarded
UBC Okanagan’s Researcher of the Year award. Sabre brings her
experiences as a teacher, coach, and parent to her passion for
exploring what it means to flourish in work and life.

Dr. Cherkowski provided the keynote address titled: Research
on, for, and, as wellbeing: Learning to flourish in our work. In the
keynote, she outlined several principles of research that emerged
from her multiple projects on flourishing in schools, and shared
how these have influenced an understanding of what it means
to engage in research for professional growth and development
as an important “output” of a research life, alongside the more
traditional outputs of knowledge contribution, influencing and
informing policy, and mobilizing new findings to improve and
grow education. Through a positive organizational orientation
in research, she seeks to better understand the potential for
generative and positive growth in her research communities, and
in herself, as she engages in research on, for, and as wellbeing.
This positioning of research assumes that the idea of professional
flourishing lives at the heart of her research and teaching
practices, a notion that is often countered by narratives of
academia as an exhausting, depleting, and emotionally laborious
career. Framed within the findings and research activities of
her various projects on wellbeing in schools, the presentation
unpacked the taken-for-granted elements that constitute the
infrastructure of a question that became central to her research
on wellbeing, and that prompts reflections on what it means to
engage in a healthy, sustainable research and teaching career. In
her interactive presentation she explores the question: What if
my role, as a researcher, is to learn how to flourish?
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2022 DOCTORAL SEMINARS

LIBRARY GUIDE

The library staff at Brock University,
Lakehead University, and University
of Windsor provided a session on
July 7 for DS1and DS2 students

to learn more about the services
offered at each university. Thank you
to Jennifer Thiessan (BU), Gisella
Scalese (LU), and Scott Cowan
(UWi) for their support to students
throughout the summer session.

-

Back Row, Left to Right

Adamo DiGiovanni, Michael Metz, Tim Ribaric, Keith Connell, Colin Kutchyera, Elmira Shahin, Emily
Pope, Teresa Holden, Daniel Simpson, Jennifer Manitowabi, Robyn Herman, Denese Brown-Bell,
Stephanie Yi

Front Row, Left to Right
Mohit Dudeja, Anne Rovers, Dr. Pauline Sameshima (instructor), Gwyneth Kovachik-Macneil, Morning
Star Tom, Dr. Cam Cobb (instructor), Michael Belcamino, Nicholas Rickards

D 0 CTU RAL s E M I N AR 2 *Not everyone in DS2 are shown or identified in the pictures.
. . — e

Back Row, Left to Right

Albert Kok, Marium Tolsum-Murtty, Adrienne Kitchin, Esther Stanley, Dr. Xiaobin Li (instructor),
Jennifer Slagus, David Bell-Patterson, Melanie Biesenthal, Dr. Lindsey Jaber (instructor), April King,
Rasha Qaisi, Claudia Flores.

L ol Front Row, Left to Right

Scott Cowan (UWD) Cora Dupuis, Erin Valenzuela, Thu Le, Syed Ali Nasir Zaidi, David Potocek
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BOILEAU, ELIZABETH
(LAKEHEAD UNIVERSITY, 2016)

On July 11, 2022, Elizabeth Boileau
successfully completed the Dissertation
defence titled: “Relating and Learning
with Other Beings, Materials, and
Weather: Multispecies Assemblages at
a Canadian Forest School.” Elizabeth’s
supervisor was Dr. Connie Russell.

BURGESS, JULIANNE
(BROCK UNIVERSITY, 2017

On July 7, 2022, Julianne Burgess
successfully completed the Dissertation
defence titled: “Diverse Belongings: An
Improvisational Inquiry Into Newcomer
Worlds, Worldings, and the Literacies
of Belonging”. Julianne’s supervisor
was Dr. Fiona Blaikie.

HUANG, MIN
(BROCK UNIVERSITY, 2018)

On September 1, 2022, Min Huang
successfully completed the
Dissertation defence titled: “Mobile
Learning Activities for Students’
English Learning Engagement in
China.” Min’s supervisor was Dr.
Diane Collier.

COMPREHENSIVE PORTFOLIO DEFENCES

Piedra, Dan (Brock University, 2018)

On December 8, 2021, Dan Piedra successfully completed the
comprehensive portfolio defence titled: “Discovering my Voice
in the Field of Alternative Digital Credentials”. Dan’s supervisor
is Dr. Candace Figg.

Alameddine, Nisreen (Brock University, 2018)

On May 26, 2022, Nisreen Alameddine successfully completed
the Comprehensive Portfolio defence titled: “In search of
knowledge, a journey of reaffirmation”. Nisreen’s supervisor is
Dr. Dolana Mogadime.

Britto, Maxine (Brock University, 2019)

On September 6, 2022, Maxine Britto successfully completed
the Comprehensive Portfolio defence titled: “My Positionality”.
Maxine’s supervisor is Dr. Tiffany Gallagher.

Messenger, Yvonne (Brock University, 2019)

On September 16, 2022, Yvonne Messenger
‘ =d successfully completed the Comprehensive
Portfolio defence titled: “Trust the Process:
The Journey from Practitioner to Researcher”.
Yvonne’s supervisor is Dr. Tiffany Gallagher.
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Pratt, Heather (University of Windsor, 2018)

On June 22, 2022, Heather Pratt successfully completed the
Comprehensive Portfolio defence titled: “Walking the Talk: My
Academic Journey”. Heather’s supervisor is Dr. Geri Salinitri.

Toronyi, Anita (University of Windsor, 2018)

On July 13, 2022, Anita Toronyi successfully completed
the Comprehensive Portfolio defence titled: “Conjugating
Acculturation”. Anita’s supervisor is: Dr. Geri Salinitri.

Twance, Melissa (Lakehead University, 2017)

On October 19, 2022, Melissa successfully completed
the Comprehensive Portfolio defence titled: “Exploring
Decolonization in Indigenous Education”. Melissa’s supervisor is
Dr. Connie Russell.

Zabin, Rakha (Brock University, 2020)

On August 22, 2022, Rakha Zabin successfully
completed the Comprehensive Portfolio
defence titled: “Leading Thyself: Transitioning of
an international student on the Journey to Ph.D.”
Rakha’s supervisor is: Dr. Xiaobin Li.
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PUBLICATIONS

Boileau, Elizabeth (Lakehead University, 2016)
Boileau, E., Dabaja, Z., & Harwood, D. (2021). Canadian
nature-based early childhood education and the UN
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development: A Partial
Alignment. International Journal of Early Childhood
Environmental Education, 9(1), 77-93.

Chi, Chenkai (University of Windsor, 2019)

Parker, L., Xu, S., & Chi, C. (Accepted May 2022).
Mentoring relationships in intercultural and international
learning partnerships: A study of the Teacher

Education Reciprocal Learning Program (RLP).

Journal of Teacher Education. [online first] https://doi.
org/10.1177/00224871221108655

Kong, X., & Chi, C. (2021). Book Review: The Elements of
Teaching. Canadian Journal of Education/Revue Canadienne
De I'éducation, 44(4), xi-xiv. https://doi.org/10.53967/cje-
rce.v44i4.5377

Xu, S., Connelly, F. M., &amp; Chi, C. (Forthcoming). Narrative
Inquiry in China. In Craig, C., Mena, J. &amp; Kane, R (Eds.)
ISATT Book Volume 2 Approaches to teacher education.
Emerald Publishing.

DeWaard, Helen (Lakehead University, 2018)

DeWaard, H. (In Press). Finding educommunication: In search
of praxis in Canadian educologies. In S. Gennaro, N. Higdon,
and M. Hoechsmann (Eds.). Transformative Practice in
Critical Media Literacy: Radical Democracy and Decolonized
Pedagogy in Higher Education. Routledge.

DeWaard, H. (2022). Letting the light shine in: A tapestry
of digital literacies in Canadian faculties of education.

In L. Tomczyk & L. Fedeli (Eds.), Digital Literacy for
Teachers. Springer Nature. https://link.springer.com/
chapter/10.1007/978-981-19-1738-7_8

Johnson, Lucas (Lakehead University, 2020)

Johnson, L. (2022). [Book Review: Failure to Disrupt: Why
Technology Alone Can’t Transform Education by Justin
Reich] Journal of Teaching and Learning, 16(1), 101-103.

Johnson, L. (2022, June 13). Why freemium software has

no place in our classrooms The Conversation. https://
theconversation.com/why-freemium-software-has-no-place-
in-our-classrooms-181148
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Ribaric, Tim (Brock University, 2022)

Ribaric, T. (2022). Understanding Academic Freedom, by
Henry Reichman. [Review of the book]. Understanding
Academic Freedom, by H. Reichman.] Canadian Journal of
Academic Librarianship, 8, 1 - 3. https://doi.org/10.33137/
cjalrcbu.v8.38205

Slagus, Jennifer (Brock University, 2021)

Slagus, J. (Submitted for Initial Review). Canons Out of Place:
Centering Lived Realities in Neurodivergent Middle Grade
Literature. In Z. Flegar & J. Miskec (Eds.), Children’s Literature
in Place: Surveying the Landscapes of Children’s Culture,
Routledge.

Palange, J. & Slagus, J. (7 September 2022). “Josh Palange +
Jennifer Slagus: What'’s at Stake? (autism, representation).”
A Novel Mind. https://www.anovelmind.com/post/
josh-palange-jennifer-slagus-what-s-at-stake-autism-
representation

Slagus, J. (22 June 2022). “Roll for Initiative: How

Gaming Graphic Novels Are Changing Neurodivergent
Representation in Children’s Literature.” The Polyphony.
https://thepolyphony.org/2022/06/22/roll-for-initiative-
how-gaming-graphic-novels-are-changing-neurodivergent-
representation-in-childrens-literature/

Zabin, Rakha (Brock University, 2020)

Zabin, R. (2022). International Student Challenges Further
Amplified in the Era of a Pandemic: A Tale of a Bangladeshi
Graduate Student. Journal of International Students, 12(S2),
793-211. https://doi.org/10.32674/jis.v12iS2.4315

Zabin, R. (2022). Developing Fruitful Communication:

How to Lead Culturally and Linguistically Diverse
International Students With Emotional Intelligence. In

C. Smith, & G. Zhou (Eds.), Handbook of Research on
Teaching Strategies for Culturally and Linguistically Diverse
International Students (pp. 202-219). |Gl Global. https://doi.
org/10.4018/978-1-7998-8921-2.ch011

Zabin, R., Bosacki, S., & Novak, J. (forthcoming). The Role

of Emotional Intelligence in Ontario International Graduate
Students: An Auto-Ethnography. Journal of Comparative and
International Higher Education.
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Boileau, Elizabeth (Lakehead University, 2016)

Boileau, E., & O’'Donoghue, L. (2022, July 27-30). Outdoor and
environmental education for early childhood education college
students [Online session]. Nature-Based Early Learning
Conference, Virtual. https://conference.naturalstart.org/online

Doan, L. K. & Boileau, E. (2022, April 23). Peer-mentoring
communities of practice for BC educators: Opportunities
for reflection, connection, and belonging [Workshop].
Making Tomorrow Conference: Belonging, Virtual. https://
makingtomorrowconference.com/

Boileau, E. (2022, March). Transformative experiences in
practicum to reconceptualize outdoor pedagogy in early
childhood education. [Conference presentation]. World
Environmental Education Congress. Virtual conference.

Boileau, E. (2022, March). Weathering children, dogs,
trees, and other species at a Canadian forest school
program. [Conference presentation]. World Environmental
Education Congress. Virtual conference.

Chi, Chenkai (University of Windsor, 2019)

Xu, S. & Chi, C. (April 26, 2022) “Rosie’s Walk”: Reciprocal
Learning Between Canadian and Chinese Kindergartens.
Virtual Session: Cultural and Ethical Dimensions: Exploring
Narratively. American Educational Research Association
(AERA) Annual Meeting,” Cultivating Equitable Education
Systems for the 21st Century. San Diego, California, and Virtual.
April 21-26, 2022. https://aera2022.us3.pathable.com/

Chi, C. (March 14, 2022). Canadian and Chinese Pre-Service
and In-Service Teachers’ Views on Primary School Teacher
Education Models through their International Reciprocal
Learning Experiences: Generalist Teachers vs. Specialist
Teachers in Primary Schools. [Graduate Education Research
Conference] Faculty of Education, University of Windsor,
Windsor, Ontario, Canada. (Virtual Session)

DeWaard, Helen (Lakehead University, 2018)

DeWaard, H. & Havemann, L. & Roberts. V. (May 16,

2022). Warp and Weft: Weaving and Open Dissertation. Open/
Technology in Education, Society, and Scholarship Association.
OTESSA22 Conference. https://otessa.org/2022/program/

Roberts. V., Havemann, L. & DeWaard, H. (May 19, 2022). Open
Learning Design: Principles and Practices. Open/Technology

in Education, Society, and Scholarship Association. OTESSA22
Conference. https://otessa.org/2022/program/
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Roberts. V., Havemann, L. & DeWaard, H. (April 28,

2022). Reflections of Open Learning Design: Principles and
Practices. Open Education Conference 2022, Association for
Learning Technology, UK.. (Online conference).

Holden, Teresa (University of Windsor, 2022)

Smith, C, Zhou, G., Razi, A,, Zhao, S., & Holden, T. (May 15,
2022). An investigation of the potential microaggression
international students experience on a Canadian university
campus. A conference paper presented at the Canadian
Society for the Study of Higher Education Conference. Virtual.

Johnson, Lucas (Lakehead University, 2020)
DeWaard, H. Secord, S. & Johnson, L.(2022, Sept. 16).
ePortfolio Workshop. Professional Year Seminar, [virtual].

Zabin, R. & Johnson, L. (2002, May 6) Dissemination Through
Non-Academic Venues. Joint PhD Roundtable [virtual].

King, April (University of Windsor, 2021)

King, A., (2022, March). Purposeful positive relationships
matter: An examination of the impact of relationships on at-
risk male teens in educational settings. University of Windsor,
Windsor. Presentation

King, A., (2022). Leadership for all. University of Toronto,
Toronto. Presentation.

Le, Thu (University of Windsor, 2021)

Stewart, B., Szcyrek, S., & Le, T. K. T. (Oct 2022). Data in
Higher Education: A Conversation on Critical Change. A
workshop at the Faculty of Education, University of Windsor.

Ribaric, Tim (Brock University, 2022)

Adam, Z., Butovsky, J., Mangat, H., Oakes, R., & Ribaric, T.
(2022, May 17 - 19). Re-thinking paid work: An analysis of the
scope of perspectives on work and labour on the anti-work
subreddit [Conference presentation]. Canadian Association
of Work and Labour Studies Annual Conference, Online.
https://cawls.ca/en/2022-annual-conference/

Shaw, Lindsay (Brock University, 2020)

Shaw, L. (2022, October 26). Academic advising in the
neoliberal university [Conference presentation]. NACADA
Annual Conference, Portland, OR, United States.

Slagus, Jennifer (Brock University, 2021)

Slagus, J. (2023, March 13-14). Sound(e)scapes: Representing
sonic sensitivity and synesthesia in middle grade novels
[Poster presentation]. ITAKOM Conference, Edinburgh,
Scotland.

jointphdined.org
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Chi, Chenkai (University of Windsor, 2019)

Slagus, J. (2022, November 17-20). Forgotten children: Chenkai was awarded the Ontario Graduate Scholarship
Restorying the neurodivergent voices of history [Paper (OGS) for the 2020-2021 academic year. Award amount:
presentation]. Social Science History Association, Chicago, $15,000.00

Illinois, United States.
Johnson, Lucas (Lakehead University, 2020)

Slagus, J. (2022, October 13-15). “Ideas shooting expanding Lucas was awarded the Ontario Graduate Scholarship
and maturing”: Transcribing Eliza Fenwick’s letters and (OGS) for the 2020-2021 academic year. Award amount:
making meaning material [Paper presentation]. East- $15,000.00.

Central American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies,

Winterthur, Delaware, United States. Le, Giang Nguyen Hoang (Brock University, 2019)

Giang Nguyen Hoang was awarded the Jack M. Miller
Excellence in Research Award for the 2020-2021

Slagus, J. (2022 October 3). A Neurodivergent Scholar )
academic year.

Emerges, Ableism Be Damned; and They’re Screaming into
the Void for Better Neurodivergent Children’s Literature
[Paper presentation]. Research/er/ed: Navigating,
disrupting, and exploring liminal spaces between
researcher and researched, London School of Economics

and Political Science, London, UK (online). Miklas, Erica (University of Windsor, 2020)

Erica was awarded the MITACS Accelerate Grant for her
project titled: Examining the effectiveness of interactive
digital media on children’s self-regulation, through
game-play and movement

McCabe, Anneke (Brock University, 2018)
Anneke was awarded the Faculty of Education Bursary
($1000.00) in 2021.

Zabin, Rakha (Brock University, 2020)

Zabin, R. (2022, May 16). Grappling with the Uncertainties:
An Exploration of International Student Challenges.
[Roundtable session]. Canadian Society for the Study of

Education (CSSE), [Virtuall. Rondinelli, Zachary (Brock University, 2019)

Zachary was the recipient of the Gilbert Seldes Prize for
Zabin, R. & Johnson, L. (2022, May 6). Public Scholarship in Comics, awarded by the Comics
Dissemination Through Non-Academic Avenues. Studies Society in 2021. #WelcomeToSlumberland

[Paper presentation]. Joint PhD in Educational
Studies- Research Roundtable Discussions, Lakehead
University, Thunder Bay, ON, Canada, [Virtual].

OTHER NEWS

Boileau, Elizabeth (Lakehead University, 2016) Le, Thu (University of Windsor, 2022)

Elizabeth obtained a tenure-track Assistant Thu Le was invited for an interview for Big Thinking Podcast (Oct 2022) from
Professor position at the University of The Federation of Humanity and Social Science. The topic of the podcast is
Minnesota Duluth, in the College of Education “What will hybrid or online learning look like going forward?”

and Human Service Professions. She started

her position in August 2022. Thu Le was elected for the Conference Co-Chair for Canadian Community of

Graduate Students in Education CCGSE for the period of 2022-2024
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JOHN FREER

UNIVERSITY OF WINDSOR, 2020
JOINT PHD PROGRAM IN EDUCATIONAL STUDIES,
COGNITION AND LEARNING FIELD OF STUDY

John Freer is a recent graduate (2020) of the
Joint PhD Program in Educational Studies,
Cognition and Learning Field of Study. Dr. Freer
is now an Adjunct Assistant Professor at the
University of Windsor in the Faculty of Education
and the Department of Psychology. Additionally,
he is a College Professor at St. Clair College
of Applied Arts and Technologies in Windsor,
Ontario, where he serves as the Coordinator of
the Educational Support Program.

He primarily teaches courses related to inclusive
education, educational psychology, and research
methods. For his doctoral work (under the
advisement of Dr. Cam Cobb at the University of
Windsor), John conducted an embedded mixed-
method study.
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John investigated how students conceptualize
disability, children’s attitudes toward disability, and this
work also included the development of an educational
program (i.e., the ABC Educational Program or the
Tripartite Intervention). This educational program
consists of 12 lessons aimed at exposing students to
progressive views of diverse disability experiences.

Dr. Freer is currently conducting follow-up studies
with the ABC Educational Program, which includes
a funded research project from the WE-Spark
Health Institute and a SSHRC Partnership Engage
Grant application that is under review. John has also
recently published work in the area of post-secondary
accessibility and doctoral student education.

In addition to his teaching and research, John serves
on the Research Ethics Board at St. Clair College, on
the Board of Directors for Changing Perspectives (a
non-profit organization in the USA), and is currently
consulting with the Ministry of Educationin St. Vincent
and the Grenadines with regards to transitioning their
country to an inclusive education model. The latter
work is part of a larger project in collaboration with
Brock University and is funded by the World Bank.

You can contact Dr. Freer at jfreer@stclaircollege.ca
or jfreer@uwindsor.ca. In addition, to view his most
recent publications, follow him on Google Scholar or
Research Gate.
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Office of the Joint PhD Secretariat

Faculty of Education, Lakehead University
955 Oliver Road, Thunder Bay, ON P7B 5E1
T: (807) 343-8891
E: jointphd@lakeheadu.ca

www.jointphdined.org



