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Abstract – Fighting for the Common Good: Geographies of Resistance in 
Public Education  

Under a neoliberal policy regime, in which funding for public education is diverted 

and exposed to competitive market forces, common interests are commodified, 

democracy is constrained, and social relations deteriorate. In this talk, I 

contextualize and historicize neoliberalism through a critical analysis of education 

policy in Ontario and demonstrate the ways that advocates for justice and equity 

mobilize for change. Drawing from past and current research, I describe 

geographies of resistance and visions for solidarity and success, where success 

moves us closer toward the promise of public education as a collective investment 

and good. Rather than forward a single story about resistance and change, I 



explore tensions and contradictions inherent in advocacy work, as well as the 

importance of grounding action and building solidarity through intersectional 

frameworks of anti-oppression, social justice, and collective liberation.  


