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Brock University Land Acknowledgement

Brock University acknowledges the land on which we gather is the
traditional territory of the Haudenosaunee and Anishinaabe peoples, many
of whom continue to live and work here today. This territory is covered by
the Upper Canada Treaties and is within the land protected by the Dish with
One Spoon Wampum Agreement.

Today this gathering place is home to many First Nations, Métis and Inuit
peoples and acknowledging reminds us that our great standard of living is
directly related to the resources and friendship of Indigenous people.

Lakehead University Land Acknowledgement

Lakehead University respectfully acknowledges its campuses are located on
the traditional lands of Indigenous Peoples. Lakehead Thunder Bay is
located on the traditional lands of the Fort William First Nation, Signatory
to the Robinson Superior Treaty of 1850. Lakehead Orillia is located on the
traditional territory of the Anishinaabeg. The Anishinaabeg include the
Ojibwe, Odawa, and Pottawatomi nations, collectively known as the Three
Fires Confederacy. Lakehead University acknowledges the history that
many nations hold in the areas around our campuses, and is committed to a
relationship with First Nations, Métis, and Inuit Peoples based on the
principles of mutual trust, respect, reciprocity, and collaboration in the
spirit of reconciliation

University of Windsor Land Acknowledgement


https://jointphdined.com/
http://jointphdined.com
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=7a92ac04-067c-49af-90e7-d3d4d2fa0735

The University of Windsor sits on the traditional territory of the Three Fires
Confederacy of First Nations, which includes the Ojibwa, the Odawa, and
the Potawatomi. We respect the longstanding relationships with First
Nations people in this place in the 100-mile Windsor-Essex peninsula and
the straits — les détroits — of Detroit.

Welcome from the Director

Welcome to the Spring 2025 edition of the
Joint PhD in Educational Studies Program
newsletter!

As we begin to wrap up this academic year, we
are thrilled to celebrate the outstanding
achievements of our students. This edition
highlights your dedication and hard work—
from successful comprehensive and portfolio
defenses to impactful presentations at major
conferences, recent publications, and well-
deserved awards. These accomplishments
reflect both your personal growth and the
collective strength of the Joint PhD program.
On behalf of the Joint PhD Program
Committee, we are incredibly proud of your
ongoing commitment to advancing education,
and we look forward to continuing to support you in your academic and
professional journeys.

We are excited to announce this year’s in-person summer session, which will
be held at Brock University’s beautiful campus in St. Catharines, Ontario.
We'll be welcoming the DSI cohort and returning DSII students. One of the
program’s unique aspects is the opportunity for students to network, forging
valuable connections and collaborative opportunities.

This summer, Doctoral Seminar I will be taught by Dr. Connie Russell
(Lakehead University) and Dr. David Hutchison (Brock University), while
Doctoral Seminar II will be led by Dr. Cam Cobb (University of Windsor) and
Dr. Xiaobin Li (Brock University).

This year marks the 25th anniversary of the Joint PhD program—a significant
milestone that offers an opportunity to renew our partnership and reflect on
the program's evolution. We are thrilled with the support of the respective
faculty councils in their support of the evolution of the Comprehensive
Portfolio, now featuring a second option that provides an alternative pathway
for completing this important program requirement. We look forward to
celebrating the accomplishments of both our esteemed alumni and current
students in the coming months. More details about the celebration will
follow!

I would also like to express my gratitude to the members of the Joint PhD
Program Committee for their unwavering commitment to the program: Dr.
Diane Collier (Brock University), Dr. Meridith Lovell-Johnston (Lakehead



University), and Dr. Michael Macdonald (University of Windsor).

This summer also marks a time of transition within our leadership. As of June
1st, the role of Graduate Program Director (PhD, Brock campus) has passed
from Dr. Diane Collier to Dr. Dolana Mogadime. We extend our sincere
gratitude to Dr. Collier for her dedication and thoughtful leadership, and we
warmly welcome Dr. Mogadime, a longtime supporter of the program and a
advocate for our students, faculty, and staff.

Additionally, a heartfelt thank you to our dedicated support staff who play a
vital role in the success of our graduate programs: Wanda Burger (Brock
University), Bonnie MacDonald (Lakehead University), Mandy Turkalj
(University of Windsor), and Christine Weisener (University of Windsor).

Please take a moment to read through this newsletter and celebrate the
remarkable accomplishments of our Joint PhD students. I wish you all
continued success in your academic and professional endeavors.

Warm regards,
Dr. Andrew Allen
Director, Joint PhD in Educational Studies Program

RECENT
GRADUATES
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BERES, JACQUELINE (BROCK UNIVERSITY, 2014)

On Monday April 7th, 2025 Jacqueline successfully completed their
Dissertation Defense "Seeing Whiteness: An Autoethnographic Examination
of Whiteness in My Life”. Jacqueline's supervisor was Dr. Michelle McGinn.
Congratulations Dr. Beres!

HENKE, KRYSTYNA (BROCK UNIVERSITY, 2017)

On Friday March 28, 2025 Krystyna successfully completed their Dissertation
Defense "Cultural Resistance: An Ethnographic and Phenomenological Case
Study of Palestinian Music Educator Mohamed Fadel’s Life and Work".
Krystyna's supervisor was Dr. Fiona Blaikie. Congratulations Dr. Henke!

LASKAR, BENJAMIN (UNIVERSITY OF WINDSOR, 2019)

On Wednesday April 9, 2025 Benjamin successfully completed their
Dissertation Defense "Exploring the Unknown Professional: A Narrative
Analysis of the Identity of Ontario College Educational Developers”.



Benjamin's supervisor was Dr. Darren Stanley. Congratulations Dr. Laskar!

LIU, ZEHNGXI (UNIVERSITY OF WINDSOR, 2020)

On Monday January 6, 2025 Zehngxi successfully completed their
Dissertation Defense "From Supporting and Sustaining to Thriving: A
Quantitative Investigation of the Pathway to Language Teacher Wellbeing”.
Zahngxi's supervisor was Dr. Shijing Xu. Congratulations Dr. Liu!

MESSENGER, YVONNE (BROCK UNIVERSITY, 2019)

On Monday March 31, 2025 Yvonne successfully completed their Dissertation
Defense "Navigating a Rapidly Changing Landscape for Teaching Literacy: A
Mixed-Methods Study of Kindergarten Educators’ Self-Efficacy Beliefs”.
Yvonne's supervisor was Dr. Tiffany Gallagher. Congratulations Dr.
Messenger!

PALLAZZOLO, ALYSSA (UNIVERSITY OF WINDSOR, 2017)

On Thursday February 20th, 2025 Alyssa successfully completed their
Dissertation Defense “Perceptions of Service-Learning Experiences and the
Impact on Elementary Teacher Candidate Professional Development”.
Alyssa's supervisor was Dr. Geri Salinitri. Congratulations Dr. Palazzolo!

PIZZUTO, GELSEA (UNIVERSITY OF WINDSOR, 2019)

On Monday February 3, 2025 Gelsea successfully completed their
Dissertation Defense "Beyond Traditional School Settings: The Perceived
Impact of Community Service-Learning Experiences on the Efficacy of Pre-
Service Teachers in Diverse Settings”. Gelsea's supervisor ws Dr. Geri
Salinitri. Congratulations Dr. Pizzuto!

SHAW, LINDSAY (BROCK UNIVERSITY, 2020)

On Tuesday January 28, 2025 Lindsay successfully completed their
Dissertation Defense "Academic Advising at Ontario Universities: An
Institutional Ethnography of Policy and Practice”. Lindsay's supervisor was
Dr. Hilary Brown. Congratulations Dr. Shaw!

TOOR, AMANJOT (BROCK UNIVERSITY, 2013)

On Tuesday April 1, 2025 Amanjot successfully completed their Dissertation
Defense "Mathematic Teachers’ Lived Experiences of Teachable Moments".
Amanjot's supervisor was Dr. Joyce Mgombelo. Congratulations Dr. Toor!

TRZECAK, TERRY (BROCK UNIVERSITY, 2016)



On Friday June 6, 2025 Terry successfully completed their Dissertation
Defense "The Process of Photography, The US Combat Veteran, and
Somaesthetics: A Multi-case Study". Terry's supervisor was Dr. Kamini
Jaipal-Jamani. Congratulations Dr. Trzecak!

ZABIN, RAKHA (BROCK UNIVERSITY, 2020)

On Friday January 17, 2025 Rakha successfully completed their Dissertation
Defense "Internationalization of Higher Education: Exploring the Alignment
Between Internationalization Policies and International Student
Experiences”. Rakha's supervisor was Dr. Xiaobin Li. Congratulations Dr.
Zabin!

COMPREHENSIVE
PORTFOLIO DEFENSES

BERNARD, TAMARA (LAKEHEAD UNIVERSITY, 2018)

On Monday February 10th, 2025 Tamara successfully defended their
Comprehensive Portfolio " My Grandmother’s Bundle: Anishinaabe Women’s
Stories from Lakehead University". Tamara's supervisor is Dr. Leisa
Desmoulins.

CONNELL, KEITH (UNIVERSITY OF WINDSOR, 2022)

On Wednesday March 5, 2025 Keith successfully defended their
Comprehensive Portfolio "Dealing with the Monster Under My Bed". Keith's
supervisor is Dr. Clayton Smith.

CORMIER, DAVID (UNIVERSITY OF WINDSOR, 2020)

On Wednesday April 16th, David successfully defended their Comprehensive
Portfolio "Not Things That We Don’t Yet Know, Things That Are Not
Knowable”. David's supervisor is Dr. Ken Montgomery.

SIMPSON, DAN (BROCK UNIVERSITY, 2022)

On Monday March 10, 2025 Dan successfully defended their Comprehensive
Portfolio "Beyond Epistemic Injustice: The Journey and Ethics of Progress".
Dan's supervisor is Dr. Michael O'Sullivan.




PUBLICATIONS

BURTON, WILLIAM (LAKEHEAD UNIVERSITY, 2020)

Burton, W. (2025). From Climate Change Curriculum to Climate Justice in
the Social Studies Classroom. Manitoba Speaks: Voice of the Manitoba Social
Science Teachers’ Association 49(2), 4-10. Retrieved from
https://www.mssta.org/uploads/1/3/8/8/138859412/vo._49_no._
2_spring_2025__ web_.pdf

Link, M. & Burton, W. (2025). Teacher Perceptions of Education for
Sustainable Development Teaching: Before and During Covid-19.
inEducation, 30(1), 65-86. Retrieved from
https://journals.uregina.ca/ineducation/article/view/758

Burton, W. (2025). Climate Change Education and the Manitoba K-12
Curriculum: A Content-Analysis. Antistasis, 14(1), 48—57. Retrieved
from
https://journals.lib.unb.ca/index.php/antistasis/article/view

/34564

Burton, W. (2025). A Review of Xu, C. & Iyengar, R. (2023)’s Climate
Change Education: An Earth Sustainability Primer. [in press].

KARIMI VALOOJERDY, ZAHRA (BROCK UNIVERSITY, 2023)
Maynard, M. L., Khalid, H., Karimi Valoojerdy, Z., Talwar, V., & Bosacki,
S. L. (2025). Adolescent Development in Unprecedented Times: A
Comparative Study of Theory of Mind Before and After COVID-

19. Adolescents, 5(2), 11. https://doi.org/10.3390/adolescents5020011

RIBARIC, TIM (BROCK UNIVERSITY, 2022)

Ribaric, T. (2025). Academic librarianship in Canada: Post-covid
perspectives in a neoliberal era, edited by Jessica e. Shiers, Harriet M. Sonne
de Torrens, Joanna Szurmak, and Meaghan Valant. [Book Review]. Canadian

Journal of Academic Librarianship, 11. https://doi.org/10.33137/cjal-
rcbu.v11.44650

Ribaric, T., & Graebner, C. (2024). Life at the table: The librarian
perspective on the negotiating team. CAUT Journal.
https://doi.org/10.63409/2024.49

Ribaric, T., & Kumar, R. (2025). How do collective agreements stack
up? Implications for academic freedom. Journal of Collective

Bargaining in the Academy, 16(1). https://doi.org/10.58188/1941-
8043.1920
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SLAGUS, JENNIFER (BROCK UNIVERSITY, 2021)

Slagus, J. (Forthcoming). (Un)becoming “one of us”: Valuing library staff in
the sea of faculty fanatics. In M. Vrkljan & S. Bond (Eds.), Staff to Librarian:
Shifting in the Academic Library, Association of College and Research
Libraries (ACRL).

PRESENTATIONS

BURTON, WILLIAM (LAKEHEAD UNIVERSITY, 2020)

Eckton, H. & Burton, W. (March, 2025). Climate Leadership in Manitoba
School Boards. Workshop presentation at the 2025 Manitoba School Boards
(MSB) Conference, Winnipeg, MB.

Burton, W. (November, 2024). Strengthening Climate Change
Education in the Manitoba Education System. Research Panel
presentation at the 2024 North American Association for
Environmental Education (NAAEE), Pittsburgh, PA.

Burton, W. (October, 2024). Teaching for Climate Change with the
Manitoba Curriculum. Presentation at the 2024 Manitoba Social
Studies Teachers Association (MSSTA) Conference, Winnipeg, MB.

RIBARIC, TIM (BROCK
UNIVERSITY, 2022)

(2025, March 14) Ribaric, T. "Marx
Maligned, Marx Promethean, Marx against
Engels". Marx in the Anthropocene,
https://www.marxintheanthropocene.com/,
Venice, Italy.

SLAGUS, JENNIFER (BROCK UNIVERSITY, 2021)

Papers, Refereed, International
Slagus, J. (2025, February 21). Focalizing neurodivergence in middle grade
novels [Paper presentation]. CLA Online Research Conference (online).

Roundtables
Metheny, C., Lawton, C. & Slagus, J. (2025, June 9-14). No ‘shortcuts’:
Creating spaces for disability communities. ChLA Virtual Conference



(online).

Workshops

Slagus, J. (2025, June 5). Video editing for researchers: Share your
knowledge. University of South Florida Libraries Workshops for Researchers
(online).

Slagus, J. (2025, March 5). Video editing for researchers. University
of South Florida Libraries Workshops for Researchers (online).

Invited Talks

Slagus, J., Schmitz, K. & Vanderwerf, J. (2025, April 24). Neurodivergent
students and researchers on stigma, self-advocacy, and accommodations.
Accessibility Student Network, University of South Florida.

Slagus, J. (2025, March 5). Neurodivergence in graphic novels
[Invited guest lecture]. In V. C. Covington’s graduate LIBS642:
Children’s Literature PREK-8, Old Dominion University, Norfolk,
Virginia, United States.

GRANTS AND
AWARDS

BURTON, WILLIAM (LAKEHEAD UNIVERSITY, 2020)

Burton, W. (2025). Ontario Graduate Scholarship ($15 000).

KARIMI VALOOJERDY, ZAHRA (BROCK UNIVERSITY, 2023)

Karimi Valoojerdy, Zahra. (2025). DGS Spring Research Fellowship from
Brock University Faculty of Graduate Studies and Postdoctoral Affairs and
graduate program. ($555).

SLAGUS, JENNIFER (BROCK UNIVERSITY, 2021)

Slagus, Jennifer (2025). Graduate Studies and Postdoctoral Affairs Spring
Research Fellowship. ($555).




OTHER NEWS

SLAGUS, JENNIFER (BROCK UNIVERSITY, 2021)

e Began term as elected member of the Children’s Literature
Assembly of the National Council of Teachers of English
Board of Directors, 2025-2027.

e As part of the Conference Organizing Committee for the
Children’s Literature Assembly of the National Council of
Teachers of English, Jennifer helped to organize the successful,
inaugural CLA Online Research Conference. Presenters
represented 43 universities/colleges from India, Canada, U.K.,
and the U.S. and 166 people attended. Planning has begun for the
2026 iteration.

ALUMNI PROFILE

Dr. Casey
Burgess

(Lakehead
University,

2015)

Biography

Casey Burgess graduated
from the Joint PhD in
Education program in

2021. She was honoured to
have been awarded several
OGS scholarships to support
her coursework and research.
Since graduating, Casey has
worked as an Adjunct Faculty at Algoma University teaching psychology,
Yorkville University teaching psychotherapy, Lake Superior State University
teaching early childhood education, and Sault College teaching social
sciences, also serving as a Sault College Research Ethics Board Member from
2020-2022. Casey also supported a research project in 2020 through OAITH
with Lakehead University entitled Alternative housing models to address
COVID-19 in the VAW sector: Shelter and service delivery impacts.

Casey currently runs a growing psychotherapy clinic providing developmental
and mental health support for children, youth, and adults, using the


https://ncte.org/solidarity-with-teachers/childrens-literature-assembly/

principles of DIRFloortime©), Shanker Self-Reg®©, DBT, interpersonal
neurobiology, and polyvagal theory. As a Registered Psychotherapist, Casey
works closely with The MEHRIT Centre, having supported TMC with research
development and peer review, supporting the development of a peer-reviewed
journal for the dissemination of neuroscience-based self-regulation research,
and facilitating workshops and certificate coursework to support educators,
caregivers, and others with a mindful, neuroscience-based approach to
human development.

Memories

Highlights of Casey’s PhD journey include the summer residencies where she
stayed on campus with housemates who became lifelong friends, sharing
learning ideas in creative ways including drama, art, and music (she recalls
philosophical wigs and a Bobo doll!), journals and artwork detailing shared
thoughts, experiences, and laughs, learning and celebrations at several
professors own homes, and an orchard where many memories were made.

Casey appreciated the support that Joint PhD students give each other,
helping one another during the challenging times and cheering each other on
during the successes (the learning and laughs far outweighed the challenges).

Casey’s supervisor, Dr. Sonia Mastrangelo (who is now Assistant Dean,
Orillia) was a wonderful inspiration and continues to provide support and
encouragement to this day. Casey appreciates that despite the strength of
being in a learning cohort, each of the student experiences in the program
were unique (especially working on post-graduate research during COVID!)
and she wouldn’t have done it any other way.

Select Publications

Burgess, C.C. (2025). It’s not what we teach but how and why: My journey
toward the foundational use of environmental psychology on learning and
development. In L.J. McCunn (Ed.), Becoming an environmental
psychologist: Autobiographical career paths toward applied social science.
Anthem Press.

Burgess, C. C. (2023). Educator understanding of self-regulation and
implications for classroom facilitation: A mixed methods study. Journal of
Early Childhood Research, 21(4), 469-483.

https://doi.org/10.1177/1476718X231186613

Burgess, C. (2019). From paper to practice: Understanding and embodiment
of self-regulation in Ontario’s kindergarten classrooms. International Journal
of Holistic Early Learning and Development, (1).
https://ijheld.lakeheadu.ca/article/view/1615

Burgess, C. (2018). Reframing Autism Spectrum Disorder: ASD through a
neuropsychological lens. Reframed: The Journal of Self-Reg, 2(1), 16-23.
https://selfregulationinstitute.org/journal/current_issue/volume-
2-issue-1/#article3

Shanker, S. & Burgess, C. (2017). Self-Reg and reframing. Reframed: The
Journal of Self-Reg, 1(1), 28-
39. https://selfregulationinstitute.org/journal/journal archives/v



https://doi.org/10.1177/1476718X231186613
https://ijheld.lakeheadu.ca/article/view/1615
https://selfregulationinstitute.org/journal/current_issue/volume-2-issue-1/#article3
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Burgess, C. & Smith-Chant, B. (2017). Measuring the biological foundations of
self-reg: Psychophysiological assessments of the stress response. Reframed;
The Journal of Self-Reg, 1(1), 91-115.
https://selfregulationinstitute.org/journal/journal_archives/volu

me 1 _issue_1/#articleg

Conference Presentations

Burgess, C. (2024). Neurodiversity, Mental Health and Well Being
[Presentation at CEC-DADD (Council for Exceptional Children, Division of
Autism and Developmental Disorders)] Waikiki, HI.

Burgess, C. (2021). From Paper to Practice: Kindergarten Educator
Understanding and Facilitation of Self-Regulation. [virtual presentation at

APA 129th Annual Convention]. APA Division 16 SASP Research Forum.

Burgess, C. (2021). From paper to practice: Educator understanding and
facilitation of self-regulation in the kindergarten classroom. [Presentation at
the Rosa Bruno-Jofré Symposium in Education]. Queen’s University.

Burgess, C. (2018). Process not Program: An introduction to the science and
framework of self-reg. [Invited workshop for the Algoma District Social
Services Administration Board]. Sault Ste Marie, ON.

Burgess, C. (2017). One Size Fits Saul: The difference between a
comprehensive self-regulation process and commercially available packaged
programs in reducing stress behaviour and increasing joy through
engagement. [Presentation at Council for Exceptional Children Ontario
conference]. Toronto, ON.
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